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Revolutions of 1848 — Italy, France, Belgium, Switzerland, German States, Habsburg Empire,
Switzerland, Ireland, Sweden, Hungary
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First and foremost, the Good Cause, then God's cause, the cause of mankind, of truth, of freedom,
of humanity, of justice; further, the cause of my people, my prince, my fatherland; finally, even the
cause of Mind, and a thousand other causes. Only my cause is never to be my concern. "Shame on
the egoist who thinks only of himself!"



Man, your head is haunted; you have wheels in your head! You imagine great things, and depict to
yourself a whole world of gods that has an existence for you, a spirit-realm to which you suppose
yourself to be called, an ideal that beckons to you. You have a fixed idea! Do not think that | am
jesting or speaking figuratively when | regard those persons who cling to the Higher, and (because
the vast majority belongs under this head) almost the whole world of men, as veritable fools, fools in
a madhouse. What is it, then, that is called a "fixed idea"? An idea that has subjected the man to
itself. When you recognize, with regard to such a fixed idea, that it is a folly, you shut its slave up in
an asylum. And is the truth of the faith, say, which we are not to doubt; the majesty of (e. g.) the
people, which we are not to strike at (he who does is guilty of — lese-majesty); virtue, against which
the censor is not to let a word pass, that morality may be kept pure; — are these not "fixed ideas"? Is
not all the stupid chatter of (e. g.) most of our newspapers the babble of fools who suffer from the
fixed idea of morality, legality, Christianity, etc., and only seem to go about free because the
madhouse in which they walk takes in so broad a space?
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